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DEAF FILMMAKER IS OPENING DOORS

FESTIVAL DIRECTOR SAYS FILMS TELL STORIES WE CAN ALL RELATE TO
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Far some, being told “no”
is their -Il-_-"I'|:I| to give up,
find a safe job and com-
plain  endlessly  about
what could, should or
wosald hiave been
Filrmmaker  Caltherine
MackKinmon was tired of
berimag bl v, e she de-
-\,,'I-\.‘I-q,'l‘l to crente I|-:_-r 1
path and help open doors

Fowr oither artisis like her,
loday, Mackinnon is
an ,,a'.-.rm‘l-'.-.llmlll;__l deaf
lilmmaker, co-producer
off thie film Hamdll = based
un the true story of deal
LF I:g'l'uh-l' M att Hamill
and the director of the bi-
annual Toronto Interma-s
tioorel [ead Fibm and Arts
Festival {TIDFAF)
Hecently, Lonight
caught up with MacKin-
non bo get ber last word
and to learn more aboaat
hier festival.
tLomight How
FalF  changing
Festival seene?
MackKinnoam: Deal film-

is Tl
the Tilm

makers  and
penerally  invisible, wun-
ACITEpres: nted  or  mils-
represented  in hearing
flms. and this sends the

actors are

message thal we aren®
ot there amd that our
marralives are nol rele-

vant enough to or simply

cannot draw all types of

audiences, TIDFAF  di-
rectly challemges this by
slwvwlng  films  that  tell
nur stories the wavs they
alwald be told, and infact
our film= draw hoth hear-
g and deafl audiences
because in many cases
our filims tell universal
stories we can all relate ko

ol s leviel,

tounight You've shared
candidly your experiene-
es with being told no in
VOUF professkon of many
cocasions. Whats  been
the hildden Blessing from
all of this?

Mackinnon: Each thme
vou are told no regard-
iz wour deeains, it forces
vou to be that more cre-
atbve with wour next ao-
ditiom, grant proposal,
nberview - you name it
It alsn helped me sharpen
e combicencs i wanting
tor create my own destiny
because | knew if | didin't
daz it, I'd be at the mercy of

soine others holding thel
pre-judgments about
what [ could o couldn't
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The Toronte  Internn-
thomal Dheal’ Film and Arts
Festival runs May [2-15

O Thursday, TIDFAF
i= hosting, a kick-off party
at the Deat Culture Centre
im the Distillery Historic
[Mstrict. For more infor-
miation, go ko bt fwww,
tidfaf.ca
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